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SUBJECT: MEXICO’S POLICY TOWARD BELIZE 

REF: A) MEXICO 4889; B) GUATEMALA 3005 

1. ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS RECEIVED HERE, PRES. ECHEVERRIA 
TOLD NEWSMEN JULY 9 IN GEORGETOWN THAT "MEXICO HAS NO 
TERRITORIAL ASPIRATIONS TOWARD BELIZE." HE ADDED THAT "WE 
HAVE STUDIED THE TREATIES SIGNED AT THE END OF THE LAST 
CENTURY IN MINUTE DETAIL, AND WE HAVE NOT DEDUCED- 

AS SOME WOULD HAVE LIKED- ANY BASIS FOR A POSSIBLE 
AGGRESSIVE ATTITUDE BY MEXICO WITH RESPECT TO BELIZE. 

"WHAT THIS MEANS," HE CONTINUED,"IS THAT (THE MATTER) 

OUGHT TO BE STRAIGHTENED OUT AMONG ENGLAND, GUATEMALA, 
AND BELIZE." 

2. COMMENT: AS ILLUSTRATED REFTELS, THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE CONFUSION IN WAKE OF ECHEVERRIA'S 
LAST PUBLIC STATEMENT ON BELIZE, SINCE HE SEEMED TO 
IMPLY A CHANGE IN GOM POLICY WITH RESPECT TO THAT 
TERRITORY. LATEST ECHEVERRIA STATEMENT SEEMS TO 
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ITS LEGAL CLAIM TO THE NORTHERNMOST PORTION-OR 
AT LEAST THAT IT HAS ABANDONED ANY THOUGHT OF 
USING FORCE TO MAKE ITS CLAIM STICK. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, AS MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED FROM A GUEST IN 
PRO-BELIZEAN GEORGETOWN, ECHEVERRIA INDICATED LESS 
SYMPATHY TO GUATEMALA'S CLAIM OVER THAT TERRITORY 
THAN HE HAD ON THE PREVIOUS OCCASION (WHEN GUATEMALAN 
PRESIDENT LAUGERUD WAS AT HIS SIDE). 
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